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Existing Homes Alliance Scotland statement on Draft Budget 
 

Alliance concerned about insufficient funds for energy efficiency 
 
The Existing Homes Alliance (ExHA) [1] today welcomed the commitment in the draft Scottish 
Budget to the continuation of £79m per year for the next two years for addressing fuel poverty and 
carbon emissions from homes. The Alliance is however concerned that this will not be sufficient to 
end fuel poverty by 2016 as is required by the Housing Act 2001, and falls short of the funds 
required to help meet climate change targets.  
 
The Alliance is calling for at least £100m per year of Scottish Government investment to meet fuel 
poverty targets. 
 
Alan Ferguson Chair of ExHA, and Director of the Chartered Institute of Housing Scotland, stated, 
‘While we welcome news of a continuation of current levels of spending on energy efficiency in 
homes we are concerned that it is not adequate as fuel poverty targets are looming and carbon 
targets are being missed. Inadequate spending now merely means the issue will be even more 
difficult to tackle in future years.’  
 
Dr Sam Gardner, Head of Policy at WWF Scotland, said, 
 
‘Emissions from Scotland's housing stock fluctuate widely from year to year.  If we are to insulate 
our homes from cold winters and ensure climate targets are met the final budget must increase 
support for energy efficiency measures.’   
 
The Alliance was also concerned about a statement from the Minister that there was an 
underspend in this year’s fuel poverty budget. 
 
Dave Stewart of SFHA noted, ‘We would like to see the details of this underspend and why it is 
apparently being diverted into other budget lines. We would prefer to see renewed efforts to 
ensure it is spent on fuel poverty as it was intended.’ 
 
 
ENDS 

Malcolm Sayers secretariat for ExHA 0790 491 5773 malcolm@cambiumadvocacy.co.uk  

Notes 
1. The Existing Homes Alliance Scotland (ExHA) is a unique coalition of environmental, anti-poverty, consumer, 
housing and building industry bodies.  Supporters include WWF Scotland, Energy Action Scotland, Scottish 
Federation of Housing Associations, the Chartered Institute of Housing, the Energy Saving Trust, the Association for 
the Conservation of Energy, Consumer Futures and Shelter - a full list of supporters and our 10 Key 
Recommendations can be found on http://www.existinghomesalliancescotland.co.uk/  
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