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Making Scotland’s homes fit for a low carbon Scotland 

9 June 2015 

Welcoming the Scottish Government’s commitment in the Scottish Parliament today to make 
energy efficiency a National Infrastructure Priority [1], Alan Ferguson, Chair of the Existing 
Homes Alliance Scotland [2] said: 

“This announcement should lead to the step-change in ambition and scale that is required if we 
want everyone to live in warm, affordable and low carbon homes. Making energy efficiency a 
National Infrastructure Priority should, in our view, mean that the Scottish Government is 
working to upgrade all homes to a C energy standard by 2025. 

“No other infrastructure investment can achieve so much – tackling climate change while 
helping pensioners, young families, students, single parents to save money on fuel bills, improve 
their health, and lift people out of fuel poverty. It will also create and sustain jobs in every part 
of Scotland – upskilling the workforce to turn our leaky, cold homes into housing that is fit for 
the 21st century.  

“This is the only way to permanently reduce energy bills - it is also the cheapest way to 
decarbonise energy generation. With this infrastructure priority and multi-year capital budgets, 
Scotland will enjoy supply-chain confidence and attract private investment for installations, 
research and innovation.” 

Housing infrastructure, like our public transport, energy generation, waste facilities and hospitals 
directly impacts our quality of life and underpins our economy.  Upgrading our existing housing 
stock is an investment for generations to come – 85% of today’s homes will be Scotland’s 
housing in 2050.  

The Alliance believes the infrastructure priority should have multi-year budgets and aim to 
achieve a high energy performance standard for all housing - the Energy Performance Certificate 
(EPC) band C – or above by 2025. This means at least 127,000 homes would be upgraded every 
year. [3]  

Today’s emissions figures [4] show that residential emissions are flat lining – this is disappointing 
and proves that the infrastructure priority will need substantially more resources to make sure 
housing emissions are consistently going down.  

Alan Ferguson added: 

“The Existing Homes Alliance looks forward to working with the Scottish Government on 
developing the detail of this national infrastructure priority so it can fulfil its potential and meet 
the needs of householders today and in the future.”   

ENDS 

For further information or interviews with Alan Ferguson, chair of the Alliance, contact:  
Elizabeth Leighton, Policy advisor and secretariat, Existing Homes Alliance Scotland  
Elizabeth@leightonconsulting.co.uk www.existinghomesalliancescotland.co.uk  
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Notes: 

1. Minister for Environment, Climate Change, and Land Reform statement to the Scottish 
Parliament 9 June 2015 on the Publication of the 2013 Greenhouse Gas Inventory.  
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Climate-change-action-heats-up-19c8.aspx 
 

2. The Existing Homes Alliance Scotland is a coalition of environmental, anti-poverty, 
consumer, housing and building organisations calling for urgent action to transform 
Scotland’s existing housing stock and make it fit for the 21st century. The steering group 
members are: Association of Local Authority Chief Housing Officers, Chartered Institute of 
Housing, Changeworks, Citizens Advice Scotland, Energy Action Scotland, Energy Agency, 
Energy Saving Trust, Scottish Federation of Housing Associations, and WWF Scotland. 
 
 

3. For a full briefing on the Existing Homes Alliance call for energy efficiency to be made a 
National Infrastructure Project, please see the full briefing at 
www.existinghomesalliance.co.uk  

 

4. Scottish Greenhouse Gas Emissions 2013 http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/06/1939 
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