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Scotland has some of the most ambitious climate 

change targets in the world.  At the same time, an 

unacceptable number of people are living in fuel 

poverty (estimated 619,000 households in fuel 

poverty, Scottish House Condition Survey, 2018) . 

The current public health and economic crisis      

presents unprecedented challenges, but it also 

provides us with the opportunity to transform our 

strategies and investment programmes for a just 

and green recovery.   

Our manifesto proposals will not only help Scotland 

to meet its emissions targets, it will also lift people 

out of fuel poverty and support the creation of a 

wellbeing economy by building local supply chains 

and creating skilled, green jobs.   

To meet our fuel poverty and climate change targets and deliver a green  

recovery, we need... 

 An Energy Efficient Scotland Bill to give clarity and confidence; 

 Targeted Funding for a Just Transition, significantly scaling up successful Energy Efficient 

Scotland programmes; 

 A Programme of Innovation to Deliver Green Jobs, develop expertise and build confidence. 

  Energy efficiency at the heart of recovery 

Key principles of our manifesto: 

- Fairness—costs of energy efficiency and 

transition to zero carbon heat should not 

be borne by those least able to afford it. 

- Fabric first—by making homes as energy 

efficient as possible, we reduce future 

costs and energy consumption. 

- Creating jobs—by investing in energy 

efficiency and renewable heat we are 

creating jobs, reducing emissions and 

improving wellbeing—delivering real value 

for    money. 

Manifesto for the 2021 Scottish Parliamentary Elections 
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A legislative framework will provide the clarity and certainty needed to attract private investment, 

support Scotland’s homeowners, landlords and supply chains whilst ensuring fairness and quality. 

A national and local strategic approach 

The next Scottish Government should 

introduce an Energy Efficient Scotland Bill in the first 

year of Parliament which will: 

 Introduce ambitious but achievable targets: 

- The vast majority of homes, including holiday 

lets, will be EPC C by 2030 and zero carbon by 

2040.  

- All new homes built from 2024 must be zero 

carbon from heat. 

 Give local authorities a statutory duty to 

prepare and begin delivering Local Heat and 

Energy Efficiency Strategies by 2022. 

 Introduce fair and effective regulation: 

- From 2025, homes will need to meet EPC C at 

the point of sale or major refurbishment. 

- From 2028 tenement owners will be required 

to carry out regular surveys, set up Building 

Reserve Funds and owners associations. 

An Energy Efficient Scotland Bill to give clarity and confidence 

“The starting assumption…must be 

that we are not ‘recovering’ to what 

was ‘normal’ but rather ‘renewing’ 

our economy to be aligned to our 

ambitious wellbeing and climate 

goals..” 

Lori  McElroy, Chair, Existing Homes 

Alliance Scotland 

 Set up an independent national body to co-

ordinate and drive forward Energy Efficient 

Scotland. 

 Prepare a Statutory Zero Carbon Homes 

Strategy, including milestones to reach statutory 

targets: 

- New homes receiving Scottish Government 

funding must be zero carbon from heat by 

2022. 

- Phase out high carbon fossil fuel heating from 

2025 for off-gas grid homes and make 

significant progress on phasing out reliance for 

on-gas grid homes. 

- End all Scottish Government investment in high 

carbon fossil fuel heating by 2022. 
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We need a Countdown to 2040 Delivery Plan which shows how we will meet targets, including a 

package of support and incentives so we can upgrade an average of 80,000* homes every year 

throughout the next parliament, without passing the cost on to those who can least afford it. 

Energy Efficient Scotland - Countdown to 2040 

To ensure a just transition to net zero, we must expand and accelerate existing programmes by increasing 

funding for fuel poverty, energy efficiency and domestic heat decarbonisation to at least £1.27 billion over the 

next five years.   

Energy Efficient Scotland must be a major multi-year investment programme, taking a fabric first approach 

(achieving very high energy efficiency performance, with subsequent reduced heat requirements met by 

renewable heat). 

 Expand the national Home Energy Scotland 

advice service, building on existing 

partnerships with local services, to meet the 

expected growth in demand as our homes 

transition to net-zero emissions. This will 

ensure every home gets the most appropriate 

and cost effective package of investment, and 

everyone one in fuel poverty is helped.  

 Introduce robust consumer protection 

measures to give consumers, government and 

industry confidence that energy efficiency and 

heat work is high quality and that there is 

effective redress should things go wrong. 

 Create a Rural Homes Just Transition Package 

of engagement, support and advice to help 

early adoption amongst homeowners, 

landlords and the supply chain in off-gas areas.  

Targeted Funding for a Just Transition 

The next Scottish Government should: 

 Expand and accelerate Warmer Homes Scotland 

and Area Based Schemes to meet ambitious 

climate change targets. 

 Ensure costs of energy efficiency and heat work 

are fully met for people in fuel poverty. 

 Provide additional funding for social landlords so 

the cost of meeting new standards is not passed 

on to tenants or is at the expense of building new, 

high quality, zero carbon homes. 

 Create a combined energy efficiency and heat 

fund, expanding the programme of incentives to 

support home-owners and private landlords to 

meet EPC C by 2030 and zero emissions from heat 

by 2040. 

* www.gov.scot/publications/energy-efficient-scotland-consultation 
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The next Scottish Government should: 

 Work with local authorities to create not for 

profit delivery vehicles to deliver retrofit and 

generate affordable energy for people at risk 

of fuel poverty—creating local jobs, producing 

affordable power for people in fuel poverty. 

 Fund a large scale zero carbon retrofit 

exemplar programme to pioneer innovation 

and demonstrate how zero carbon retrofit can 

be applied to a range of Scotland’s house types 

in one intervention. 

 Launch a  large-scale hybrid heat pump pilot, 

delivering 500 installations, and expand 

support for district heating and heat networks. 

Innovation 

The projects and policies in this manifesto are excellent value for money because they provide an 

immediate economic impact, right across the country.  Through investing in energy efficiency retrofit 

and low carbon heat, we can create between 16,000 and 17,000 skilled jobs* over the next decade. 

 Pilot new approaches to help owners to 

understand and track the quality of their homes 

through initiatives such as the Building 

Renovation Passbook and Digital Home Log-

book. 

 Make sure the Green Jobs Fund delivers the 

upskilling, training and apprenticeships we 

need to grow the workforce to deliver zero 

carbon buildings. 

 Support community resilience through local, 

quality focused procurement and development 

of local supply chains. 

The Existing Homes Alliance Scotland is a coalition of housing, environmental, fuel poverty and industry organisations who are working together 

to end fuel poverty and deliver the transformational change needed to address the climate emergency. 

www.existinghomesalliancescotland.co.uk 

info@existinghomesalliancescotland.co.uk 

Published by the Existing Homes Alliance Scotland, a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation, (SCIO), No SC048434, October 2020 

Supporting a Green Recovery 

We need to invest in innovation and support local authorities and their partners to trial new approaches 

to improving energy efficiency and reducing fuel poverty.  This £53 million five year package will deliver 

green jobs, develop expertise and build confidence amongst homeowners, landlords and supply chains. 

“The supply chain is ready to step 

up to the challenge, but we need 

certainty and commitment at a   

national level to give SMEs the  

confidence to re-focus their       

businesses.” 

Jennifer Phin, Managing Director, 

AC Whyte & Co. Ltd. 

* ExHAS estimates based on review of published research/Scottish Government publications and potentially an underestimate.  


