
 

 
 

 

Media Release – for immediate use – 28 January 2021 

Existing Homes Alliance says Budget must go further to deliver a 

green recovery and tackle fuel poverty  

 

The Existing Homes Alliance Scotland [1] is asking the Scottish Government to recognise the wider 

benefits of investing in energy efficiency by calling for a scaling up of existing fuel poverty and energy 

efficiency programmes. 

The EHA welcomed the commitment to invest £1.6 billion in improving energy efficiency in buildings 

but cautioned that this funding needs to be frontloaded and increase over time.  

The Draft Scottish Budget [2], published today, includes a small increase in funding for fuel poverty 

and energy efficiency programmes, £145.6m for 2021/22, significantly short of the £244 million the 

EHA believes is needed.   

Lori McElroy, Chair of the Existing Homes Alliance said “It is right that this budget focuses on 

delivering a green recovery and investing in energy efficiency must be at the heart of that.   

But this budget falls well short of what is needed.  The Scottish Government’s own research says the 

number in fuel poverty could increase to nearly 30% of Scotland’s population as a result of the 

pandemic. [3]   

This is a missed opportunity – not only to transform peoples’ homes and tackle fuel poverty, but also 

to create up to 17,000 jobs and cut the cost of heat decarbonisation.   

We know that meeting our statutory 75% emissions reduction target by 2030 is going to be 

challenging.  The Scottish Government’s updated Climate Change Plan gave a very welcome 

commitment that 1 million homes would be zero carbon emissions from heat by 2030 – that’s 

100,000 homes each year.   The current installation rate is fewer than 3,000 per year. 

We need to build on our existing strong delivery mechanisms, scaling up and accelerating 

programmes such as Warmer Homes Scotland and Area-Based Schemes, if we are to reach 100,000 

homes per year and have any chance of meeting our climate change and fuel poverty targets. 

The Existing Homes Alliance is calling for the Scottish Government and opposition parties to work 

together to deliver a budget that: 

• Doubles the funding for Warmer Homes Scotland and Area Based Schemes;  

• Funds a large-scale national engagement campaign to build public support and awareness 

and expand advice and support services to deal with increased demand; 

• Creates a Rural Homes Transition Package to help homeowners and landlords invest in 

remote and rural areas; and 

• Invests in innovation as part of a green recovery, including a zero-carbon retrofit exemplar 

programme, installation of 500 hybrid heat pumps in on-gas areas and support for local 

authorities to develop not for profit affordable energy companies. 



Lori McElroy added “This draft Budget does not sit comfortably alongside the ambitious targets set 

out in the Climate Change Plan.  We run the risk of missing a great opportunity to create jobs and 

transform our cold and draughty homes.  It is absolutely critical that the Scottish Budget includes the 

funding needed to make rapid progress toward meeting climate change and fuel poverty targets.” 

Ends 

 

 

Notes 

 

[1] The Existing Homes Alliance is a coalition of 10 founding member organisations and supporters 

representing housing, environment, anti-poverty and consumer groups arguing for greater 

investment in Scotland’s existing housing stock to make it fit for the 21st century. 

[2] Scottish Government, Draft Scottish Budget 2021/22 

[3] Experimental analysis of the impact of COVID19 on Fuel Poverty Rates, Scottish Government, 

September 2020 

[4] Existing Homes Alliance Manifesto for 2021 Scottish Parliament election 
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